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I. A. ACTION ITEM: UNIVERSITY GOVERNANCE POLICY AMENDMENT 
 
As discussed at the November 16, 2017 Board of Trustees meeting, the following amendment was 
presented for Board approval. At the February 2, 2018, Trustees moved to table this revision until the 
Board’s Counsel could clarify whether Trustees participating remotely would be eligible to vote on 
matters before the board. 
 
Article III of the Board of Trustees governing policies authorizes the Board to amend its policies by a 
majority vote upon the recommendation of the President. The Trustees have asked for a revision to the 
Board’s Governing Policies to permit remote participation in Board meetings. In accordance with that 
request, I will recommend an amendment to Section II of the Bylaws of the Board of Trustees when the 
Board meets in February 2018. The proposed change is outlined below. The change incorporates the 
language of the Open Meetings Act which governs how the Board may conduct its business. 

SECTION II. MEETINGS 
(Revised June 7, 2007, Board action) 

A. Meetings of the Board shall be held and a quorum determined in accordance with 110 ILCS 
§680/25-25 and 5 ILCS §120/2.01 of the Illinois Compiled Statutes. 

1. After a quorum is established, additional Board members may attend the meeting via 
video or audio conference if the member is unable to attend the meeting due to (i) 
personal illness or disability; (ii) employment purposes or public business of the Board; or 
(iii) family or other emergency.  

2. If a member wishes to attend by video or audio conference, he/she shall notify the 
Secretary of the Board as soon as practicable. Upon notifying the Secretary, the member 
shall also indicate the reason he or she is unable to physically attend the meeting. The 
Board shall then take a vote to determine whether the member shall be permitted to attend 
via video or audio conference. 

B. The Board shall hold five regular meetings each year. The regular meeting held in June shall 
be the annual meeting. The Board, by vote of a majority of a quorum, may omit or cancel any 
meeting provided the Board meets at least once each quarter as required by Statute. The date 
of any setting may be changed by vote of a majority of a quorum or by order of the Chair. 

C. The Board may hold special meetings as called by the Chair of the Board or by any 3 
members of the Board. Ordinarily, notice of a special meeting shall be mailed to all members 
at least five days prior to the date of the meeting. 

D. Four of the five regular meetings of the Board shall be held on the campus of Northeastern 
Illinois University. 

E. All meetings of the Board shall be conducted and notice thereof provided in accordance with 
the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS § 120/1, et seq. 

 
F. The President shall sit and participate with the Board at each regular and special meeting of 

the Board. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
With the understanding that a Trustee participating remotely, in accordance with this regulation, is 
eligible to vote on action items before the Board, I request that the Board approve the updated 
language amendment to the Board of Trustees regulation as presented. 
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The Board of Trustees at its November 16, 2017 meeting approved funding for the technology 
infrastructure modernization project with implementation expenses not to exceed $975,000. The source 
of the funds includes $725,000 from the State / Income fund using general operations savings achieved 
from positions eliminated in 2017, and $250,000 from the Strategic Planning Development Fund. Under 
this authority, the following purchase(s) were approved and will be reported as required to the Board 
upon implementation. 
 
Project detail of one time implementation costs already approved, total expense not to exceed 
$975,000 
 
The major elements of the approved project are as follows, currently in several phases. 
 
Project elements currently in procurement phase - $285,000 

 Cloud computing migration preparation to serve as project data staging area, $100,000 

 Data center consolidation to effectively manage the timely reallocation of critical data resources, 
$35,000 

 Enterprise storage to serve as a central repository for business information, with common data 
management, protection, and sharing, included with project 

 Network firewall to protect the University from unauthorized and malicious access, $100,000 

 Link controller to define data traffic distribution, and load balancer to balance capacity among 
applications and concurrent users, $50,000 

 
Project elements currently being finalized for procurement - $370,000 

 Core network switches to serve as data gateways to the Internet and Wide Area Networks (WAN), 
$200,000 

 Wireless infrastructure upgrades to replace insufficient 10-year-old hardware, and expand to 
areas not currently covered, $170,000 

 
Project elements currently in planning phase - $320,000 

 Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) to allow graceful shutdown of critical applications in cases of 
power failure, $120,000 

 Network wiring closets as a critical link between IT networks and distributed infrastructure, 
$200,000 

 
Ongoing technology infrastructure expense and savings 
 
This technology infrastructure modernization project provides the University with the opportunity to obtain 
substantial annual service and maintenance savings upon implementation and going forward. There will 
be savings as the current hardware, applications, and vendor contracts are decommissioned, and as 
those are replaced with an annual operational cost model upon implementation.  
 
Savings from the reduced annual service and maintenance expense will be recycled by Technology 
Services into applications development including electronic workflow and document imaging to replace 
antiquated paper and forms processes for areas including Purchasing Services, Human Resources, 
Academic Affairs, and the Controller’s Office.  
 
The tables below show the annual expenses for service and maintenance of current technology, and the 
correlated projected annual expenses for the new technology. Established vendor pricing from the Illinois 
Public Higher Education Cooperative (IPHEC) and / or the Midwestern Higher Education Cooperative 
(MHEC) will be utilized to provide these services, and the specifics of such contracts need to be finalized. 
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Board approval is requested for ongoing service and maintenance contracts of three to five years that will 
altogether exceed $100,000 per year and thus require Board approval, but not to exceed a total of 
$500,000 per year. As contracts are finalized, the Board will be provided with updates via information 
items. 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
I request that the Board approve the procurement of service and maintenance contracts for the 
technology infrastructure listed above, for a period of three to five years, in an amount not to exceed 
$500,000 per year. 
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I. C. ACTION ITEM: ENROLLMENT SERVICES ROOM D113 RENOVATION 
 
Project overview 
Room D-113 (room 113 in the D Building) is utilized by Enrollment Management Services for a team of 
eight full-time employees who conduct activities supporting student admissions for undergraduate 
applicants, such as processing applications, auditing transfer credits and degrees, and corresponding 
about admission decisions. The adjacent room D-113A is a conference space shared by Enrollment 
Management, Financial Aid offices, and other University staff for meetings and training. 
 
Room D-113 was originally a small lecture hall constructed to contain several tiers for different levels of 
seating. The entry at the back of the room for students and the one at the front of the room for the 
instructor were level with the hallways and other nearby space, but the floor of the student seating area 
was lowered in six inch tiers to become about 18 inches lower immediately in front of the instructor 
area. 
 
Decades ago, as the University grew and instructional space was added via construction of other 
buildings, room D-113 was renovated to become staff space by building a framed floor raised to the 
level of the hallways and other nearby space. 
 
Enrollment Management staff noticed cracking floor tiles in the space about five years ago, so those 
were replaced by Facilities Management. However, the tile problems reappeared and worsened within 
a few years, possibly causing an eventual tripping hazard, and indicating a problem with the raised 
frame floor. 
 
Project scope 
The Planning and Construction department reviewed the space more closely, and discovered that the 
raised floor is showing signs of beginning structural failure. Those indicators include floor sections that 
are no longer straight and level, and cracks in the walls surrounding the floor. Unfortunately, the 
structure beneath the raised floor cannot be fully examined without relocating activities from the room 
and removing the floor. Given this, a renovation project has been planned that begins with replacement 
of the raised frame floor. 
 
A renovation of the space has been planned in conjunction with the floor replacement, to arrange the 
office space and better support changing demands of work flow, and leverage use of document imaging 
technology. This will enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of operations as needed due to reduced 
staffing.  
 
That proposal includes installing clerestory windows in the hallway wall to access the natural light 
coming from the outdoor courtyard between buildings B and D, contemporary furniture within the space, 
revised electrical to feed new furniture locations, and general patching, painting, and some replacement 
of drywall surfaces. 
 
Project timeline 
Planning and Construction has worked with an architectural and engineering firm to determine the 
prospective expense for a scope of work to include demolition drawings, design and schematic 
documents for renovated space, bid assistance for general construction, and construction 
administration. Their quote for services is about $80,000 and includes subcontractor services for 
structural engineering services, the engineering of mechanicals, electrical and plumbing, and 
construction cost estimation. Several months will be required to accomplish this part of the work. 
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Total preliminary project expense was scoped to be $375,000 to $450,000. The projected expense 
includes abatement of asbestos known to exist above the structural floor, but not any beyond that, nor 
does it include the cost of addressing any unforeseen structural conditions beneath the raised frame 
floor. Predictable construction activities are expected to require about four months. 
 
Several months will be required between architectural and engineering work, and actual construction, 
for conducting procurement activities to obtain a general construction contractor and their 
subcontractors. 
 
The University has identified adequate “swing space” in the lower level of D Building for temporary 
relocation during this project of the activities now conducted in D-113 and D-113A. Enrollment 
Management Services has indicated that the least disruption of admissions activities would occur if the 
actual construction happens during the latter part of the fall semester and the early part of the spring 
semester. Approval of this action item now will allow the University to accomplish the work in the winter 
of 2018-2019. 
 
The University will report actual project expenses to the Board via information items after those 
expenses occur. 
 
Recommended vendors 
To be determined 
 
Project expense 
Not to exceed $450,000 
 
Project funding 
State / Income (general operations) fund, or financial reserves 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
I request that the Board approve the expenses for the renovation project listed above, in an amount not 
to exceed $450,000. 
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Board of Trustees Regulations, Section VI. Physical Facilities, Subsection C. Naming of University 
Property, states that the Board reserves the right to name and rename all buildings. 
 
Approval is requested to rename the Physical Education Complex (PEC) as the Student Recreation 
and Wellness Center. 
 
The rationale for the name change includes the following: 

 This will provide the facility with a name that is easily recognizable to students as the primary 
place on campus to engage in recreation and wellness activities. 

 Many students see the name Physical Education Complex and feel that it is only for Physical 
Education majors or classes.  

 The name Physical Education Complex does not encompass all the programs and activities that 
take place in it. The facility is home to Health Sciences, Exercise Science, Campus Recreation, 
and community programming, as well as Physical Education. 

 “Student Recreation and Wellness” will be a more obvious draw to students and potential 
students than “Physical Education Complex.” 

 The new name is more contemporary and more aligned with national collegiate recreation 
terminology. 

This name change will encourage attendance at the facility and help reach a larger population of 
current and prospective students. Participation in Recreation and Wellness programming has a positive 
impact on student retention and enhances the campus environment. 

This change is recommended by the President and endorsed by Campus Recreation, Health Science & 
Physical Education Faculty, the Dean of the Daniel Goodwin College of Education, and the Vice 
President for Student Affairs. The NEIU Wellness Committee is also in support of the name change. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
I request that the Board approve changing the name of the Physical Education Complex to the Student 
Recreation and Wellness Center. 
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The Board of Trustees is being asked to consider the award of the honorary degree of Doctorate of 
Humane Letters to Congressman Luis V. Gutierrez, who graduated from Northeastern in 1976 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in English, and in 2007 was presented with the Distinguished Alumnus Award.  The 
University recently received confirmation that Congressman Gutierrez has accepted Northeastern’s 
invitation, and will serve as the May 2018 Commencement speaker.  
 
Congressman Gutierrez's commencement speech will honor the Northeastern dedicated students and 
faculty. His legislative and life achievements are of true value and inspiration to many. For us at 
Northeastern, his accomplishments are testimonies to our students that they too can achieve great 
things in life. Congressman Gutiérrez background as well as his successful experience is not only an 
affirmation of Northeaster’s work, mission and values, but also a tangible and enduring source of 
inspiration for our students. 
 
Biography of Congressman Luis Gutierrez 
Now in his twelfth term, Congressman Luis V. Gutiérrez is the senior member of the Illinois delegation 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. He is an experienced legislator and energetic spokesman on 
behalf of his constituents in Illinois' Fourth District in the heart of Chicago, who first elected him to his 
seat in 1992.  
 
Rep. Gutiérrez is nationally recognized for his tireless leadership championing issues of particular 
importance to Latino and immigrant communities. He has been at the center of every major legislative 
debate on immigration reform and immigration issues for more than a dozen years.  
 
He played an instrumental role in advocating for executive action by President Obama to provide 
deportation relief to certain long-term undocumented immigrants and their families. The Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals program that protects some immigrants brought to the U.S. as children from 
deportation – and a series of executive actions announced in 2014 are partly the result of 
Congressman Gutiérrez consistent and persistent advocacy in Washington. But beyond advocating for 
these initiatives, the Congressman has worked hard in Chicago and around the country to work with 
immigrants to apply for these deportation protections that keep families together. 
 
Highlights: 
 

 Dean of the Illinois Delegation in the U.S. House of Representatives; 

 Chairman, Immigration Task Force of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus; 

 Judiciary Committee | Immigration and Border Security Subcommittee; 

 Judiciary Committee | Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security Subcommittee; 

 Financial Services Committee (Leave of Absence during 113th and 114th Congresses) 

 Author or co-author of numerous bills, including immigration bills like McCain/Kennedy/ 
Flake/Kolbe/Gutiérrez, the first bicameral, bipartisan comprehensive reform bill in 2005 

 
At the beginning of the 113th Congress in January 2013, Rep. Gutiérrez took a leave of absence from 
the House Financial Services Committee, where he was the third ranking Democrat, to take a less 
senior position on the Judiciary Committee. He did this so that he could work directly on two signature 
issues that have defined his career: gun violence prevention and comprehensive immigration reform. 
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Married and both a father and grandfather, Rep. Gutiérrez was born and raised in Chicago to parents 
who had themselves migrated to Chicago from Puerto Rico in the early 1950s. He previously served as 
an Alderman in the City of Chicago and has been a teacher, a social worker, and a cab driver among 
other diverse experiences. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
I request that the Board of Trustees confer its Doctor of Humane Letters upon Congressman Luis V. 
Gutierrez at its May 7, 2018 commencement exercises. 
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RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
I request that the Board approve the granting of tenure to the following members of the Faculty: 
 
Name    Department 
Sara Aliabadi   Accounting, Business Law and Finance 
Amina Chaudhri  Teacher Education 
Nathan Mathews  Art 
Adam Messinger  Justice Studies 
Christopher Owen  Music 
Milka Ramirez Social Work 
Melinda Storie   Geography and Environmental Studies 
Jing Su   Chemistry 
Cindy Voisine   Biology 
Xiaohong (Sara) Wang Accounting, Business Law and Finance 
Shubin (Kevin) Xu  Management and Marketing 
 

 
 
Sara Aliabadi is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Accounting, Business Law and Finance. 
Her research interests include capital markets, fraud and forensic accounting, and fair value 
accounting. She has published 10 articles in peer-reviewed journals and has given presentations at 
several national conferences. 
 
Amina Chaudhri is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Teacher Education. Her research 
focuses on issues of identity construction in children’s literature. She has published a book chapter, as 
well as a book titled “Multiracial Identity in Children’s Literature.” She is currently working on a co-edited 
book to be published by the American Library Association’s review magazines, Booklist and Book 
Links. Dr. Chaudhri has given presentations at local, national and international conferences. She is on 
the editorial review board of the Journal of Children’s Literature, and she reviews journal submissions 
for Children’s Literature in Education. 
 
Nathan Mathews is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Art. His creative activities include a 
photographic project, titled “Nuclear Tourism,” which investigates the current state of defensive and 
offensive military structures left over from the Cold War. He has participated in 61 invitational and juried 
exhibitions at the local, state, regional and national levels. His work has been illustrated in 12 exhibition 
catalogs and reviewed in three publications, and he has presented numerous guest lectures and artist 
talks. Dr. Mathews has received six exhibition awards, and has twice been the recipient of a 
Northeastern Illinois University Committee on Organized Research Grant. 
 
Adam Messinger is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Justice Studies. His research on 
intimate partner violence is on the forefront of scholarship in the field. He published a highly acclaimed 
book, nine peer-reviewed journal articles, two newspaper articles, and a co-authored book chapter. He 
has also given several conference presentations. Dr. Messinger’s collaboration with colleagues has led 
to a major National Institutes of Health research grant. Also, he has been the recipient of three 
Northeastern Illinois University Faculty Excellence Awards for Research and Creative Activity. 
 
Christopher Owen is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Music. His creative activities reflect 
his work as a conductor, chorus master, solo performer, performance coach and recording producer. 
His work as a conductor and record producer is featured in published CD recordings, and his 
performances have ranged from local, regional, national and international audiences. Highlights of his 
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scholarly productions include international collaborations with a youth choir in Germany and with the 
internationally known vocal ensemble CANTUS. He currently has an article under review by 
ChorTeach, titled “Practical Teaching Ideas for Today’s Music Teacher.”  
 
Milka Ramirez is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Social Work. Her expertise falls in the 
area of social work practice, and her scholarly achievements include research in the academic 
community, participation in the professional community, and reporting and assessment activities in 
support of accreditation. She has published a book chapter and a journal article, and has three 
forthcoming article publications. Dr. Ramirez has given presentations at regional and national 
conferences, as well as major workshops to the professional social work community in Chicago. She 
was invited to give the keynote address at the annual DCFS Latino Advisory Council’s Latino Institute 
Day.  
 
Melinda Storie is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography and Environmental Studies. 
Her research focuses on conservation psychology and the study of humans’ relationship to nature. Her 
research activities include six publications, conference presentations ranging from local to international 
venues, and invited lectures and talks. Dr. Storie is involved with environmental education and projects 
at Volo Bog Visitor’s Center and the Norwood Park Historical Society. Additionally, she secured 
external funding through the USDA Forest Service to study ecological restoration in the Chicago 
metropolitan area. 
 
Jing Su is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Chemistry. Her research interests include 
medicinal and biological chemistry. She has designed four research projects and trained undergraduate 
and graduate students in these areas. Dr. Su has published in the peer-reviewed journal Biomedical 
Science and Engineering. She also presented her research to the Women in Science conference and 
to the American Chemical Society. Dr. Su is the co-author of two published scientific patents, and she 
has been a co-principal investigator of student research grants. 
 
Cindy Voisine is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Biology. Her research focuses on using 
the nematode C. elegans to study neurodegenerative diseases. She published three articles and has 
been a peer reviewer for major research journals. Dr. Voisine presented at scientific conferences and 
meetings, and her research collaborations with colleagues at Northeastern Illinois University and at 
other institutions, including Northwestern University, University of Illinois at Chicago and the University 
of Heidelberg Germany, have led to research opportunities for students. She has been the recipient of 
a Northeastern Illinois University Faculty Excellence Award for Research and Creative Activities, as 
well as a Fulbright Scholarship. 
 
Xiaohong (Sara) Wang is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Accounting, Business Law and 
Finance. She has been conducting high-quality research in finance and related fields, and her work has 
been featured in prestigious publications such as the Journal of Information Systems, Financial 
Management, International Journal of Monetary Economics and Finance, and Academy of Accounting 
and Financial Studies Journal. Dr. Wang has presented her work at renowned national conferences, 
including the Financial Management Association Annual Meeting and the Midwest Financial 
Association Annual Meeting. 
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Shubin (Kevin) Xu is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Management and Marketing. His 
research interests include supply chain management, the operations and marketing interface, 
optimization, and scheduling theory and applications. He has had four articles published in peer-
reviewed journals. Currently, he has two articles ready to be submitted to journals and another article in 
progress. Additionally, Dr. Xu recently presented papers at two conferences, and has been appointed 
to serve on the editorial board of the International Journal of Applied Management Science. 
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Earlier this year, Northeastern Illinois University’s University Advisory Council, Student Government 
Association, Faculty Senate, University Planning and Budget Council, Civil Service Council, and 
Administrative and Professional Council (the shared governance bodies) voted to recommend that 
Interim President Helldobler propose to the Board changes to the current University Statement of 
Values; principally revising the use of the words “citizen” and “citizenship”. Although the word “citizen” 
has multiple meanings, because NEIU welcomes many undocumented students who do not have an 
easy or efficient path to citizenship, the shared governance bodies have all worked together to provide 
an alternate wording revision of the institutional values statement that reflects the University’s 
commitment to education for all. 
 
These recommended revisions make clear that NEIU has common goals for all NEIU students and 
graduates, regardless of their legal status as citizens of the United States. 
 
The original introductory passage 
Northeastern Illinois University is committed to a set of shared values that, taken collectively, guides 
our action and interactions as we work together to prepare graduates for the responsible exercise of 
citizenship. We, the NEIU community, believe it’s critical for our democracy to create a space in which 
the commitment to these values results in a thriving educational community that transforms the lives of 
all, As we take stock of the present and look to the future, these values serves as the touchstone for 
planning how we will best achieve the educational mission entrusted to us. 
 
The proposed change 
“…as we work together to prepare graduates for the responsible exercise of civic participation.” 
 
Value statement “Empowerment Through Learning” original passage 
NEIU is dedicated to creating a culture that provides life-long learning opportunities for all members of 
the University community. We are especially committed to transforming students’ lives by engaging 
them in an educational experience that empowers them to graduate with the skills and knowledge to 
become effective leaders and citizens in their person and professional lives. 
 
The proposed change 
“…empowers them to graduate with the skills and knowledge to effectively participate and lead in 
personal, professional, and civic realms.” 
 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
I request that the Board approve the updated language to Northeastern’s Statement of Values and the 
value statement Empowerment Through Learning as presented. 
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The Northeastern Illinois University Board of Trustees at its June meeting approved the University 
preliminary operating budget, which represented preliminary spending plans for fiscal year 2018 
(FY2018). The Board of Trustees approved the final FY2018 operating budget in September. 
 
The operating budget for FY2018 totals $145,692,300. Of that total, $89,638,800 is the University’s 
unrestricted general operating budget supported by State appropriation and student tuition. In addition, 
the University’s restricted funds budget amount of $56,053,500 is supported by student fee programs, 
auxiliary services, grants and contracts.  
 
At the Board’s request, quarterly reports are provided for the unrestricted operating budget, which 
supports most University departments and ongoing operations. This report provides an update on third 
quarter spending in the unrestricted budget and is summarized in Table 1 at the end of this report.  
 
Revenues  
The FY2018 budget includes State support of $33,208,900 for the University’s unrestricted general 
operating budget, or 37 percent of that budget.   University Income Funds are comprised primarily of 
tuition revenues. The FY2018 budget includes estimated income funds of $56,429,900, or 63 percent of 
the general operating unrestricted budget.    
 
The Legislature passed and the Governor signed a stopgap funding bill (“Stopgap I”) in April 2016, 
providing $10,695,100 to Northeastern for FY2016.  A second stopgap funding bill (“Stopgap II”) was 
passed, and then signed by the Governor on July 1, 2016, providing Northeastern with an additional 
$19,562,000, for FY2017 operations funding.   
After two years of impasse, the Legislature passed, the Governor vetoed, and the Legislature overrode 
that veto in July 2017 a budget bill providing Northeastern with $17,336,800 in additional funding for 
FY2017, bringing the FY2017 state support (together with the stopgap II) to $36,898,800, an amount 
level to the FY2015 revised appropriation.   
 
The Office of the Comptroller provided a formal accounting judgment on July 21, 2017, that the 
$17,336,800 FY2017 appropriation funding, while stated as FY2017 appropriation, must be recognized 
as revenues in FY2018 because the Legislative veto override occurred in FY2018.  The University has 
received the full $17,366,800 vouchered against the delayed FY2017 appropriation.  Through the third 
quarter, the University has received $26,248,115 against the $33,023,072 vouchered toward the 
FY2018 appropriation. 
 
Through the third quarter, 98.6 percent of estimated tuition and income fund revenue was recorded, 
after adjusting for anticipated waivers and bad debt. These amounts represent the second half of 
summer 2017, plus fall 2017 and spring 2018 enrollments.  Because the summer term bridges two 
fiscal years, accruals are made to apportion the tuition revenues and operating expenses between 
those fiscal years. 
 
Enrollment projections and the resultant revenue projections for the FY2018 budget are based upon 
historical enrollment trends, the analysis of Enrollment Management Services, the advice of the 
Enrollment Planning Council, and current registration data.  
 
This altogether resulted in total annual credit hour enrollment projected to decline by 4.7 percent from 
FY2017 levels. Fall 2017 credit hour enrollments fell short of the budget targets, with final census date 
hours below the prior fall by 5.5 percent, instead of the projected 4.7 percent decline.  Spring 2018 
credit hour enrollments also fell below the prior spring by 5.5 percent. However, new student credit 
hours were greater than projected, helping to offset the shortfall of budgeted tuition revenues. 
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It is important to note that for both the State appropriation and tuition income, revenues are recorded 
and reflected in this report as they are billed. Final revenue numbers will be available after the 
University makes all accounting adjustments during the year-end reconciliation period following June 
30, 2018. These adjustments are required to account for activity such as class drop refunds, statutory 
waivers, bad debt allowances, and fees associated with outstanding student account balances.  
 
Expenses 
Through the third quarter, the University spent 67.8 percent of the total $89,638,800 general operating 
unrestricted preliminary budget. Personnel savings stems from the positions eliminated last summer 
through layoffs and position eliminations. As the University meets the required noticing periods for 
those employees with layoffs, budgeted salary savings are being held centrally.  Those funds will be 
used to meet critical FY2018 needs and to address anticipated FY2019 shortfalls. 
 
The following table and bar graph outline the actual University revenues and expenses compared to 
budget through the third quarter of FY2018. 
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 Budget  

 Current 

Budget Actual 

 % of Current 

Budget 

Revenue

University Income Fund (Net Tuition) 56,129,900$   56,129,900$   55,352,927$   98.6%

State Appropriations, Fiscal Year 2017 -                      -                      17,336,800     -

State Appropriations, Fiscal Year 2018 33,208,900     33,208,900     33,023,072     99.4                

All other sources 300,000          300,000          706,862          235.6              

Total Revenue 89,638,800$   89,638,800$   106,419,662$ 118.7%

Expenditures

Personal Services 74,301,210$   70,315,310$   52,318,972$   74.4%

Contractual Services 8,989,420       9,962,885       5,280,271       53.0                

Equipment 1,010,790       1,010,633       354,673          35.1                

Commodities 866,608          806,782          281,020          34.8                

Telecommunications 622,388          641,343          294,402          45.9                

Travel 229,369          243,683          70,743            29.0                

Permanent Improvements 200,000          259,494          31,342            12.1                

Operation of Auto Equip 19,015            37,906            24,759            65.3                

Tuition Scholarships 1,299,000       1,312,000       904,461          68.9                

Debt Service 2,101,000       2,101,000       1,221,119       58.1                

Personnel savings from position eliminations -                      2,947,764       -                      -                  

Total Expenditures 89,638,800$   89,638,800$   60,781,762$   67.8%

Notes:

1. Original Budget column reflects the FY018 budget approved by the Board of Trustees in September, 2017.

2. FY2017 revenue of $17,336,800 was not budgeted for FY2018, but per the Illinois Comptroller, must be

posted as revenues in FY2018 because it was not received until after FY2017.

3. The FY2018 State appropriations represent the revenue amounts vouchered to the State through the third quarter.

Of this amount, $23,404,521 has been received through the third quarter. 

4. Year-to-date expense activity does not include encumbrances.

5. The Current Budget reflects budget transfers processed between organizations and accounts.

General Operating Budget

Table 1

NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

FISCAL YEAR 2018 BUDGET TO ACTUAL COMPARISONS

FOR THE PERIOD ENDING March 31, 2018

UNAUDITED FIGURES
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Board of Trustees’ Regulations require that the President report to the Board purchases of at least 
$50,000 but less than $100,000 other than those exempt from Board approval (e.g. utilities). The 
following are those purchases since the last Board meeting.  
 
 VENDOR DESCRIPTION PURCHASE ORDER AMOUNT 
 
 Elsevier A&G Americas Library Periodical  $70,397.44   
  Database Subscription 
 
 University of Illinois at  December 2017  $67,611.90 
 Chicago (UIC) Commencement 
 
      MRXI Corporation Course Creation and  $66,300.00 
  Instructional Content 
  For CAPE 
 
     Davis & Campbell LLC Legal Services   $50,000.00 
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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
 

 

Northeastern Illinois University will hold its December commencement ceremony on Sunday, December 
16, 2018 at the UIC Pavilion as it has since December, 2011.  The contract with the University of Illinois 
at Chicago (UIC), in the amount of $42,407.00, includes the space rental fee as well as estimated costs 
for utilities, security, and various other labor charges. 
 
The UIC Pavilion also facilitates the coordination of the contracted production elements such as sound, 
lighting, web streaming, and video production.  These vendor costs are split between UIC and 
Northeastern since both institutions use these services for their December commencement 
ceremonies. Following the event, UIC will provide Northeastern with a final bill of “reimbursable 
expenses” for these services.  Based on the December 2017 ceremony, it is estimated that this cost will 
be approximately $25,000.00 which is in addition to the UIC contract. 
 
The total estimated payment to University of Illinois at Chicago for the purpose of the Northeastern 
Illinois University December 2018 commencement ceremony is expected to be about $65,000-$70,000. 
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Introduction 
At the September 2017 meeting, the Board of Trustees approved the Fiscal Year 2019 (FY2019) 
unrestricted operating budget request for submission to the Illinois Board of Higher Education. The 
Board of Trustees will be asked at the June 2018 meeting to approve a preliminary FY2019 operating 
budget so that the University is able to load the budget and conduct fiscal year operations beginning 
July 1. At the September 2018 meeting, assuming the FY2019 appropriation has been approved and 
when fall semester enrollment is better known, the Board will be asked to approve the final FY2019 
operating budget. 
 
The approved University operating budget request for FY2019 totaled $92,310,300, an increase of 
$2,671,500, or 3 percent above the preliminary FY2018 operating budget base of $89,638,800. 
 
The FY2019 operating budget request was based on assumed State funding of $33,209,000, equal to 
the FY2018 appropriation. The FY2018 appropriation was a decrease of 10 percent from the amended 
FY2015 appropriation and from the total appropriation and stopgap funding provided for FY2017. 
 
Changes during FY2018 
Prior to the passage of the FY2018 appropriation in July 2017 via override of a gubernatorial veto, the 
University began a position elimination and layoff process intended to decrease FY2018 and ongoing 
operational expenses, and in reaction to the 27% decline in enrollment credit hours since FY2011. 
There has been some selective rehiring of staff, but the amended FY2018 base budget used for 
developing the FY2019 budget has decreased by about $4.1 million to $85,554,000. 
 
FY2019 expense needs 
University expense needs for FY2019 are expected to be about $2.2 million more than the amended 
FY2018 base budget. This increase includes expenses such as contractually mandated wage 
increases, contractually negotiated furlough payback expenses, new degree programs, the cost of 
assuming mandated activities for expiring grants, and the budgeting of marketing expense that has 
been covered through salary savings “scooped” from temporarily vacant positions. Altogether, this 
means that FY2019 base expense needs are currently foreseen to be about $87.7 million. That number 
may change somewhat as the University moves through the budgeting process, which is partially 
intended to ensure a discussion of all prospective expenses. 
 
FY2019 revenues 
The University was pleased to hear the Governor propose in his budget address that Illinois public 
universities receive funding level with FY2018. It is concerning that he proposed shifting pension and 
health care expenses to the universities, albeit with funding to cover those in the first year. However, at 
this point in time it is difficult to predict what level of State appropriation will be provided for FY2019. 
Given the financial impasse of the past several years, it is impossible to know if an appropriation will be 
legislated and then signed by the Governor prior to the June Board meeting when a preliminary budget 
must be passed. Our Executive Director for Government Relations continually monitors discussions 
and events in Springfield for any news about the University’s prospective FY2019 appropriation. 
 
The University also monitors developing fall semester credit hour enrollment in order to project tuition 
revenue. Trend lines for the past three years, five years, and seven years all indicate that FY2019 
credit hour enrollment will be about five percent below that of FY2018. A special challenge this year is 
that registration was started two weeks later this year than the past several years, thus making year to 
year comparisons inexact. The graph below shows student enrollment activity completed by April 9, 
2018 and compares it with enrollment activity trends during the past several years. 



President’s Report to the Board of Trustees of Northeastern Illinois University 21 
April 19, 2018 
 
II. D. INFORMATION ITEM: FY19 OPERATING BUDGET DEVELOPMENT  
 

 

 
 
As fall semester enrollments become better known, including how those enrollments are reflected in 
tuition cohorts impacted by the State’s mandatory guaranteed tuition program, the University’s FY2019 
tuition estimates will become better defined. Spring semester and summer session revenue levels are 
relative to fall semester levels. 
 
Summary 
The University will be able to provide some additional information to the Board at a Finance Committee 
meeting in May, and / or at the June Board meeting when a preliminary FY2019 budget is presented. 
More will be known about fall semester enrollment then, and hopefully the FY2019 State appropriation 
will be more evident.  
 
Until then, while the University is developing a preliminary budget, it notes the sample revenue 
scenarios in the following table that would be required to support the $87.7 million in expenses currently 
foreseen and noted above. The table demonstrates State appropriation that is level or decreases by 
2.5%, 5%, and 10%, and enrollment revenues that are level or decrease by 5%, 7.5%, or 10%. 
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t level  $59,252,300   $5,167,150   $4,336,950   $3,506,750   $1,846,350  

-5.0%  $56,289,700   $2,204,550   $1,374,350   $544,150   $(1,116,250) 

-7.5%  $54,809,100   $723,950   $(106,250)  $(936,450)  $(2,596,850) 

-10.0%  $53,327,200   $(757,950)  $(1,588,150)  $(2,418,350)  $(4,078,750) 
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The Capital Development Board (CDB) Building H and BBH exterior facade project has begun. 
Building H façade is currently under construction with failing wall sections being reconstructed. 
Upon Building H’s completion, BBH work will commence. The entire project completion is 
scheduled for June 30, 2018. 
 
Construction for two CCICS ADA family restrooms has begun. Project completion is scheduled 
for mid-April. 
 
 
As of this writing, the following projects are on hold pending release of State funding for 
the Education Building by the Capital Development Board: 
 

 Completion of Education Building construction documents and then construction; 
 

 Utilities infrastructure as required for Education Building; and 
 

 Detention basin project for Education Building. 
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At the February 8, 2018 Board of Trustees meeting, several Trustees expressed an interest in 
learning more about Starfish and how it is being implemented within the University.  
 
Dr. Shayne Cofer, Acting Associate Provost, and Dr. Jamie Riess, Director of Academic 
Advising will make a PowerPoint presentation of Starfish for Trustees. 
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Health Screening by Student Health Services – February - April 
Student Health Services provided health screening days and wellness presentations for 
students at all campuses, including wellness services for the NEST residence hall, the Campus 
Rec Wellness Fair, and the CCICS Women's Health Fair. 
 
Targeted Workshops – February - April 
Student Counseling and Career Services provided 14 targeted workshops to the main campus 
and the El Centro location on topics including stress management, self-care, mindfulness, 
campus resources, processing anger, and the mental health needs of students. These 
workshops took place on February 19th, 27th, and 28th, March 8th, 9th, 12th, 13th, 15th, and 28th as 
well as April 3rd, 5th and 10th. These workshops reached over 120 students. 
 
Meditation Sessions – February & April 
Student Counseling and Career Services provided 16 50-minute meditation sessions to 
students, staff, and faculty between February 9th and April 18th on the main campus. 
Approximately 4-8 individuals attended each meditation session. 
 
Campaign Goal and Stretch Announcement – February 7 
Institutional Advancement partnered and executed a successful rollout plan with the Division of 
Marketing and Communications and the President’s Office, to announce meeting the campaign 
goal a year ahead of schedule and the stretch goal of $12 million by December 31, 2018.  
 
Student Philanthropy Initiative 
The Student Philanthropy Initiative is a new endeavor to engage students in fundraising from 
beginning of academic career to instill a culture of giving. Managed by Assistant Director of 
Alumni Relations Ashley Agron and Development Coordinator Jake Meding, the initiative had 
many successful events this semester including Penny Wars with Greek Organizations, Piggy 
Bank Savings Challenge during the March Mania Philanthropy Month, Pie-lanthropy Bake Sale, 
and Psycho Bingo event with NEIU Alumni 
 
Goodwin Lecture featuring Woodward and Bernstein – February 8 
Development staff partnered with the Office of Cultural Events to host the third Goodwin 
Lecture, which featured legendary journalists Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein. The VIP 
reception prior to the lecture hosted nearly 60 people, and the event was sold out.  
 
Study Tour Scholarship  
Three alumni have partnered to create an annual scholarship that will provide students an 
option to help cover some costs of participating in faculty- and staff-sanctioned study tours at 
Northeastern.  
 
Turn a Job Fair into a Job Offer – February 19 & 20, March 7 & 8 
Student Counseling and Career Services partnered with College of Business and Management 
(CoBM) to provide Turn a Job Fair into a Job Offer workshops on February 19th and February 
20th in CBM 149. Free booklets, “Turn a Job Fair into a Job Offer”, Career Fair checklist, resume 
tips, and sample ‘thank you’ emails were provided to students and alumnus. 6 students and 2 
alumni attended the workshop. 
 
Student Counseling and Career Services also partnered with the Education and Human 
Services departments to provide Turn a Job Fair into a Job Offer workshops on March 7th and 
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March 8th in B140. The same materials were provided to students who attended the CoBM 
workshops. 6 students and alumni attended the workshop. 
 
College of Business and Management Career Fair – February 22 
Student Counseling and Career Services partnered with College of Business and Management 
(CoBM) to co-sponsor the Spring 2018 CoBM Career Fair. 14 companies attended the fair and 
provided students with internships and employment opportunities which ranged from marketing, 
accounting and finance, human resources, and public relations. 150 students and alumni 
attended the fair; 8 of which have been either hired for a full-time position or internship from 
New World Van Lines, Rogers Park Chamber of Commerce, and American Transport Group, 
LLC.  
 
Taco Tuesday – February 28 
On February 28, the NEIU community was invited to Tipsy Cow Cantina at 4800 N. Central to 
enjoy $1 tacos, live music, and drink specials. By mentioning NEIU, 20% of each bill went to the 
Class Gift Scholarship Fund. The event raised $128. 

 
Illinois Public Universities Higher Education Reception in Springfield - February 28 
Interim President Richard Helldobler and a delegation or Northeastern representatives attended 
the Illinois Public Universities Higher Education Reception in Springfield on Feb. 28. The event 
was a joint reception hosted by alumni associations from all of the state public universities and 
was attended by university presidents, alumni leaders, members of the General Assembly and 
Gov. Bruce Rauner. The next day, Northeastern appeared before the Senate Appropriations II 
Committee to present its budget and capital requests. 
 
Lapsed Donor Card mailing – March 
Development mailed a “We miss you” card to about 350 lapsed donors, thanking them for their 
support and encouraging them to renew their giving on a University-wide giving day planned for 
April 26. 
 
New Endowed Scholarship – March 
NEIU Foundation Board member Jacqueline Krump established her eighth endowed 
scholarship, the Mary Jane Krump Music Scholarship, in honor of her sister. The scholarship 
benefits students pursuing a bachelor’s or a master’s degree in Music. 
 
Resume and Cover Letter Workshops – March & April 
Student Counseling and Career Services provided multiple workshops: Communications, 
Media, and Theater class on March 8th and March 29th in FA 153; Psychology class on March 
17th in BBH 325; ECON 320 on April 5th in BBH 221; and Education class on April 11 in LWH. 
Resume samples, as well as resume, cover letter, and interview tips were provided in all 
classes. 104 students received effective resume and cover letter writing tips and interviewing 
tips. 
 
NEIU Alumni Night at WTTW11 – March 8 
NEIU Alumni volunteered with WTTW11 on March 8th for “An Evening with the Chicago History 
Makers. Pledge call volunteers answered calls live in studio. The commercial breaks included 
mention of NEIU and NEIU Weekend 2018. 
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Creative writing workshop for students with Marcelo Hernandez Castillo - March 12 
The Undocumented Student Resources office in collaboration with the English Department, 
Pedroso Center, the Undocumented, Student, Resilient and Organized student organization, 
and SEEDS, hosted a creative writing workshop for students, and a reading open to the public, 
with poet, essayist, translator, and author, Marcelo Hernandez Castillo. 
 
Spring 2018 Education and Human Services Career Fair – March 14 
Student Counseling and Career Services partnered offered the Spring 2018 Education and 
Human Services Career on March 14 in Alumni Hall. 44 employers registered for the Career 
Fair and provided students with internship and employment opportunities which ranged from 
education to social services to marketing. 125 students, alumni, and community members 
attended the Education and Human Services Career Fair to network with employers and receive 
face-to-face interviews.  
 
Coming Out of the Shadows March and Rally - March 15 
The Undocumented Student Resources partnered with the Undocumented, Student, Resilient 
and Organized student organization, North River Commission, Roosevelt High School, Von 
Steuben High School, and the 33rd Ward Youth Council for the annual Coming Out of the 
Shadows March and Rally to bring awareness about the experiences of undocumented students 
and the rest of the immigrant community in the U.S. 
 
Dinner for 12 – March 22 
At universities and colleges across the U.S., a philanthropic tradition has increased in popularity 
and shown great success. “Dinner for 12”, is a fun and engaging way for  alumni to give their 
time by hosting dinner for 12 students and stay connected to NEIU. The dinner allows current 
students to socialize, network, and enjoy a meal with alumni. The Office of Alumni Relations 
hosted the 2nd “Dinner for 12” on March 22, 2018 specifically for NEST residents to provide a 
dinner option during Spring Break since the cafeteria was closed.  
 
Resume Writing Workshop for Computer Science Students and Alumni – March 28-31 
Student Counseling and Career Services partnered with the Computer Science department to 
provide a Resume Writing Workshop to Computer Science students on March 28th, March 29th, 
March 31st, and April 5th in LWH 3103, LWH 3005, and BBH 111. Resume writing samples and 
resume critiques were offered to students, in preparation for the Computer Science Career Fair. 
Over 30 students attended the workshops and received effective resume tips and feedback. 
 
Basic Needs Security Among NEIU Students - March 30 
Northeastern received the results of its participation in the University of Wisconsin’s Hope Lab 
national survey of basic needs security among college students. The study surveyed 43,000 
students in 20 states and the District of Columbia. In the last year about 10% of the NEIU 
students responding experienced some form of homelessness (compared to 9% of university 
students nationally), 44% of our students were housing insecure (compared to 36% of university 
students nationally), and 41% had low or very low food security (compared to 36% of university 
students nationally). Northeastern participated in this survey thanks to a partnership between 
the Division of Student Affairs and Institutional Research. 
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Founders Society Newsletter – April 
The Spring 2018 edition of the Founders Society Newsletter was mailed in early April to almost 
3,500 alumni and friends aged 69 and over, sharing information about ways to make gifts of 
estate and other types of giving options available through the NEIU Foundation. 
 
Second Year of Goodwin Gift Match completed  
The University completed its second Goodwin Gift Match on September 16, 2017 during NEIU 
Weekend’s Golden Gala Alumni Dinner. Dan Goodwin’s $500,000 contribution to meet the 
match arrived at the University in February.  
 
Community Conversations: Maintaining Our Affordable and Inclusive Communities 
Through Workforce Housing Strategies - April 3 
The College of Arts & Sciences and Division of Student Affairs co-hosted with the North River 
Commission a community conversation on Maintaining Our Affordable and Inclusive 
Communities Through Workforce Housing Strategies on Tuesday, April 3rd.  NEIU faculty and 
other panelists from the Chicago Housing Authority, Uptown People’s Law Center, and 
Evergreen Real Estate Group provided for an informative conversation about ways to address 
the need for affordable housing in our community areas and the importance of maintaining 
income diversity which in turn creates strong, healthy communities. 83 individuals attended the 
program.  
 
A Conversation and Reading with Dr. Aurora Chang - April 3 
The Undocumented Student Resources in collaboration with El Centro, hosted a talk and 
reading with educator, scholar, and editor, Dra. Aurora Chang, on her first book "The Struggles 
of Identity, Education, and Agency in the Lives of Undocumented Students: The Burden of 
Hyperdocumentation." 
 
Class of 2018 Class Gift Campaign  
In Spring 2018, four students were awarded the Class Gift Scholarship. These students, along 
with Student Philanthropy Committee members have risen over $600 for the Class Gift prior to 
Salute to Graduates. Donations from Salute on April 4th and 5th average an additional $1,000 
toward the Class Gift. 
 
Salute to Graduates – April 4 & 5 
More than 600 students joined classmates in this one-stop shop for all on their graduation 
needs. Students picked up Commencement tickets, collected their caps and gowns and more. 
 
NEIU Alumni: All Access featuring Robert Jordan – April 9 
The Office of Alumni Relations, hosted its NEIU Alumni: All Access speaker series featuring 
Robert Jordan (M.A. Speech ‘94) on April 9th. Jordan reflected on his career in journalism and 
shared his NEIU memories and the impact that Northeastern has had on his life. He also talked 
about his most recent book, “Murder in the News: An Inside Look at How Television Covers 
Crime." Following the evening talk, Jordan signed books and networked with alumni and 
students.  
 
Annual Scholar-Donor Luncheon – April 10 
The Foundation hosted its 7th annual Scholar-Donor Luncheon April 10, with more than 115 
scholarship donors, recipients, faculty and staff in attendance. Student Travel Award winner 
Chido Chikuturudzi, a senior majoring in biology, spoke about his conference experience 
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presenting his research, grateful for the Student Travel award scholarship he received. 
Ensemble Español performed two pieces as entertainment for the event.  
 
Computer Science Job Fair and Alumni Panel - April 12 
The Office of Alumni Relations, Department of Computer Science and the Computer Science 
Society hosted the annual Computer Science Job Fair on Thursday, April 12. Over a dozen 
companies interviewed students and presented potential job and internship opportunities. 
Following the job fair, the Computer Science Department hosted an Alumni Career Panel where 
alumni talked about this careers and how NEIU helped them achieve their professional 
accomplishments.   
 
USR at Elgin Community College - April 13 
The Undocumented Student Resources (USR) visited Elgin Community College to provide 
training to administrators, faculty, staff and students, on how to build institutional support for 
undocumented students. 
 
The Mossadegh Servant Leadership Lecture – April 17 
This year’s Mossadegh lecture featured Mohammad and Jalal Farzaneh, who migrated to the 
US in 1978 and are now the largest home builders in Oklahoma. They spoke to students, faculty 
and guests about their journey as immigrants to Oklahoma, and their story of how they 
succeeded through philanthropy, servant leadership and reaching across communities.  
 
Meditation Sessions – April 19 – May 7 
Student Counseling and Career Services plan on providing six 50-minute meditation sessions to 
students, staff, and faculty between April 19th and May 7th on the main campus.  
 
Academic Honors – April 19  
More than 250 honorees are expected to be in attendance at the Academic Honors Ceremonies 
and receptions. These ceremonies will recognize graduates for achieving a cumulative GPA of 
3.5 or higher. This spring, due to overwhelming attendance numbers, two ceremonies will be 
held in the same evening.  The first ceremony will honor graduates from the College of Arts and 
Sciences and the second ceremony will honor graduates from the Nontraditional Degree 
Programs, the College of Business and Management, and the Daniel L. Goodwin College of 
Education. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Stage Center Theatre: Marisol – April 19-21 & 26-28 
Marisol Perez, a young Latino woman, is a copy editor for a Manhattan publisher. Although she 
has elevated herself into the white collar class, she continues to live alone in the dangerous 
Bronx neighborhood of her childhood. 7:30 p.m. in the Stage Center Theatre. 
 
Jewel Box Concerts: Rastrelli Cello Quartet – April 20 
Rastrelli performs music “between the genres,” mixing Bach and Tchaikovsky with Gershwin 
and Dave Brubeck. 7:30 p.m. in the Steinberg Fine Arts Center Recital Hall. 
 
"Know Your Rights /Know Your Power" - April 25, 2018 
The Undocumented Student Resources in collaboration with the Angelina Pedroso Center, and 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Chicago, will host a "Know Your Rights /Know Your Power" 
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training where participants will discuss ways to better support each other and build safety plans, 
engage in role-playing interactions with Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE), Chicago 
Police Department (CPD) and other law enforcement, and concrete ways campuses can 
build safety and solidarity for all students. 
 
NEIU Wind Ensemble Performance – April 26 
Conducted by Dr. Travis Heath. 7:30 p.m. in the University Auditorium 
 
Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition – through April 27 
A juried exhibition of work in all media created by NEIU students with a declared major or minor 
in Studio Art. Reception and Awards, Friday April 20 6-9 p.m. Steinberg Fine Arts Center 
Gallery. 
 
NEIU Orchestra Performance – April 27 
Concert is conducted by Benjamin Firer and features the winners of the Elyse J. Mach Awards 
Concerto Competition. 7:30 p.m. in the University Auditorium. 
 
May 2018 Commencement Ceremony – May 7 
The University will hold the May 2018 Commencement ceremony on Monday, May 7 at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Pavilion. There are currently 1,193 graduates on the 
invitation list. Of those graduates, it is anticipated that approximately 900 of them will participate 
in the ceremony. More than 7,000 guest tickets will be distributed to family and friends of the 
graduates to attend the ceremony. Northeastern alumnus and United States Congressman Luis 
V. Gutierrez will be giving the commencement address. 
 
Jewel Box Concerts: Rebecca Frazier and Hit & Run Bluegrass – May 18 
Featuring the first woman on the cover of Flatpicking Guitar Magazine, and widely known for her 
work with the award-winning band, Hit & Run. 7:30 p.m. in the University Auditorium. 
 
Ensemble Español: American Spanish Dance and Music Festival – June 6-23 
Annual American Spanish dance and music festival. Visit EnsembleEspanol.org for details. 


